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ticular caſes, we are e but t too apt t. to forge 
it. The good man; eſpecially if he be 
dur Fried, we are too much inclined to. 
exalt into an Angel; and the bad man, if 
he happen to be, pur enerpy; we are often 
too profit to degrade inta à Devil. 


: Of this deviation from truth and juſtice 
1 am afraid the baIk%f mankind are, in 
ſome degree, guilty, in forming a judge- 
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for ſeveral years paſt, made fo much noiſe 
in our Ado om: to enable them, 
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form a more true and juſt opinion of this 
unfortunate Gentleman, I ſhall, in the 
following pages, give an impartial account 
of the principal . and tranſacti 
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not, legally, be affected by ſavouritiſin; 
for, on the death of the Father, it became 
the ſole property of George Robert: be- 
ſides, there were ſome very peculiar clauſes 
in the deed of ſettlement of this eſtate, 
which prevented the tenant in poſſeſſion 
from committing any act that might injure 
the ſon who had the reverſion. Amongſt 
; others, one was, that, as the leaſes: ex- 
pired, the lands were ta be re-let for lives, 
or years, by public advertiſement, to the“ 
higheſt and taireft bidders. ET 


But the Father, as will more fully ap-— 
pear in the ſequel, not having been ſuffi- 
ciently exact in ebſerving the deed of ſet- 
tlement; having, likewiſe, diſcovered the 
moſt evident intention of augmenting the 
fortune; öf the younger ſon at the expence 
of the elder; and having, by that means, 
created the moſt incurable jealouſy be- 
tween the two Brothers, has aCtually been 
the occaſion of all the diſaſters which ei- 
3 ther have, or may hereafter happen to this 

diſtracted family. 


Nor was Fitzgerald ſenior more happy 

in gaining the good-will or eſteem of his 
neighbours; which, indeed, is the leſs ſur- 
Priſing, as his character in private life was 
ES. never 
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„„ 
never conſidered as of the moſt ſpotleſs 
kind. 


A clear, unincumbered eſtate of TuREE 
Tous AND PouNDs a year procured him 
very little conſequence, except amongſt 
his numerous tenantry, who were his na- 
tural allies during a long, and ſometimes 
bloody warfare, in which he was engaged 


with his eldeſt ſon. 


By his Wife's relations. he was equally 
deteſted. He married Lady Mary Harvey, 
ſiſter to the Earl of Briſtol, Biſhop of Derry : 
but neither this lady's noble birth, nor her 
irreproachable and even exemplary life and 
character, were able to protect her from 
the bar barous uſage ſhe received from her 


lewd and libertine huſband, and from 


which, therefore, ſhe was obliged to take 
refuge in the Briſtol family, and with her 
unfortunate ſon, George Robert. 


In his Lady's ſtead he took to his bed a 
Miſs Norris, the cauſe of much miſchief 
and diſturbance in the family, and who, 
with the deceaſed, M<Donnel, will make 
no inconſiderable figure in the courſe of 


this 


1 


this Narrative; in which I will never loſe 
ſight of the Poet's admirable maxim 


Nothing extenuate, 
Nor ſet down aught in malice. 
| OHAKESPEARE. 


George Robert Fitzgerald, at a ve 
early age, married Miſs Conolly, fiſter to 
the Right Honourable Thomas Conolly, 
Member of Parliament for the county of 
Londonderry, and couſin- german to his 
Grace the Duke of Leinſter. With this 
lady Mr. Fitzgerald received a fortune of 
Ten THovsanD PounDs; at the ſame 
time, old Fitzgerald executed a deed of 
ſettlement, by which he engaged to allow 
him a yearly income of ONE THovsAanD 
PouxnDs—but, ſo far was he from fulfill- 
ing this agreement, that, inſtead of 4 
thouſand a year, not one ſhilling did he ever 
pay his ſon, from the day of aſſignment to 
the day of his death, (which happened in 
the city of Dublin only about three years 
ago) being a period of about fifteen years. 


I have mentioned this circumſtance, 
merely to ſhew that the late Mr. Fitzge- 
rald had nothing to alledge in excuſe for 
his not having made a ſuitable Poe 

or 
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for his youngeſt ſon, as a good and provi- 
dent father might have done. 


** after the celebration of Mr. Fitz- 
gerald's marriage with Miſs Conolly, the 
young couple went abroad. For ſome 
time they reſided on the Continent “*; but 
after an abſence of ten years, during which 
Mrs. Fitzgerald died, leaving him one 
daughter only, who is ſtill living, he re- 
turned to his native country in the ue 
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Jam informed—and the whole tenor of 
his conduct ſhews my information to have 
been well founded—that on George Ro- 
bert's return, his Father refuſed to make 
any ſettlement with him for arrears, unleſs 
he would conſent to a diviſion of the eſtate, 
or a confirmation of thoſe leaſes which the 
father had made to his youngeſt ſon. 
Theſe conditions not having been com- 
plied with, on the part of George Robert, 

| 8 
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®* The Author has no intention to ſwell this Nar- 
rative with Mr. Fitzgerald's celebrated exploits on 
the Continent, or elſewhere; he means to touch only 
on thoſe facts which relate, or led to his preſent 
unhappy ſituation, or which have grown out of the 
diſputes he has had with his own family, or his ariſto- 
cratic neighbours, 


TS 


he had no other remedy than to appeal to 
the laws of his country, 


To the law, therefore, he made his ap- 
peal, and ſued out a cuſtodium, which em- 
powered him to receive a proportional part 
of the rents of his father's eſtate, until his 
demands were ſatisfied. With his endea- 
vouring to put the law in force, com- 
menced his misfortunes: he found his fa- 
ther prepared for him, and determined to 
repel force by force; and this he was the 
more eaſily able to do, as he had a power- 
ful tenantry, amongſt whom was the un- 
fortunate Mr. M*Donnel, lately murdered; 
nor had George Robert, to back him, at 
that time, or indeed at any other, a force 
ſufficient to do himſelf juſtice in a legal 


way. 


His diſappointments and difficulties 
daily increated. Amongſt other illegal 
acts committed by his father, during his 
abſence, one was, the leaſing out the lands 
to his favourites at an under value, in order, a 
as much as poſſible, to leſſen the income of | 
the eſtate, in future, There was one, in 
particular, made to Charles Fitzgerald, of 
a valuable tract of land at ONE SHILLING 
and SIXPENCE an acre, which was worth, 
- to a farmer, for grazing, SIXTEEN SHIE- 


LINGS 


[ 10 ] 
LINGS an acre; and, not content with this 
ſhameful bargain, he alſo leaſed out the 


Deer PARK, to this favourite ſon, at the 
ſame price. 


Theſe tranſactions, which militated fo 
much againſt his intereſts and fortune, and 
perpetrated too by his father directly in the 
teeth of the moſt ſolemn deeds and cove- 
nants, muſt have excited in Mr. Fitzge- 
rald's breaſt, the moſt violent ſtruggle be- 
tween the principle of ſelf-preſervation 
and filial affection; which laſt, however, 
even in the moſt trying ſcenes, he did not 
forget, as the following anecdote fully 
evinces. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, ſenior, had been arreſted 
for a debt of EIGHT THousAanD PouNbs, 
which the ſon was no way obliged, nor was 
the eſtate liable to pay; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing the extraordinary ill uſage he had re- 
ceived from his father, Mr. Fitzgerald re- 
leaſed him from the ſpunging-houſe, by 
taking the debt on himſelf, and thereby 
gave him that liberty which he otherwiſe 
could never have obtained; for his eſtate 
being at that time under cuſtodium, and 
being, moreover, torn in pieces. by the 
factions which he himſelf had created, the 
better to cruſh his ſon's intereſt and fortune, 

Er, | he 
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he was totally incapable of paying the 
debt himſelf. s e 


It is well known, that where there are 
different claimants for rent, the tenants, 
who will ſurely take advantage of this 
circumſtance, generally pay neither, under 
pretence, that if they ſhould pay, they may 
do it to their own prejudice; conſequently 
he muſt have remained in durance* vile the 
remainder of his life. 


C - Let 


— 


* It is no uncommon thing, in Ireland, for the own- 
ers of large eſtates to linger out their latter days in 
this ignominious manner: having lived beyond their 
income, and thereby contracted debts, they go to 
gaol to practiſe ceconomy. In this ſchool they are 
firſt taught to ſet their creditors at defiance; and, 
what with the extravagance of the family without 
doors, and the urgent neceſſities of thoſe within, no 
ſavings can be made for the unfortunate plaintiffs : 
thus the heir comes into a clear eſtate, on which he 
contentedly fits dowry, without ever paying for the 
clothes that hid his nakedneſs, his education, or the 
bread that fed him. This ſhews a depravity of mo- 
rals, and the force of bad example; for inſtance, his 
(although 26 years a ———) has never 


— — 


yet been adviſed to ſet about paying his Father's 
debts: on the contrary, the effects of both his Fa- 
ther and Mother were diſpoſed of, and the money 
diſtributed, without any regard to this ſacred obliga- 
tion. 


12 | 

Let the fate of George Robert be what 
it may, this act of generoſity to his prin- 
cipal and avowed enemy, and to his Father's 
creditors, will certanly preponderate in his 
favour, —Few people, I believe, ſituated as 
this unfortunate young gentleman was, but 
would have taken advantage of this ac- 
cident, and thereby have turned the tables 
on the remaining part of the faction be- 
low, in his own favour, and who, for 
want of their Arch-leader, muſt eaſily have 
been brought to capitulate. 


Had old Fitzgerald poſſeſſed one ſpark 
of honour, or of gratitude, excluſive of 
the feelings of a Father, all further vio- 
lence muſt, after this tranſaction, have 
ſubſided; but neither the ſeeds of honour or 
of gratitude, nor thoſe of parental affection, 
were ever diſcovered to have been ſown in 
his frame—or, if they were, the ſoil muſt 
have been exceeding barren, or the fruit 
nipt in the bud. | 


The liberty which the ſon had ſo mag- 
nanimouſly given to his father, the lat- 
ter ignominiouſly employed in fomenting 
oreater diſcord between the two brothers 
than had hitherto appeared; inſomuch 
that George Robert was obliged again to 
have recourſe to the law, for an enlarge- 
ment of his powers. He made an appli- 

cation 
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cation to the Lord Chancellor, ſettin 
forth the demand he had on his father, 
which then, including the 80001. above 
mentioned, amounted to upwards of 
TwenTY THOVU SAND Pounngs—allo the 
obſtacles he met with in receiving the 
rents, &c, &c. 


Upon this application, the Lord Chan- 
cellor was pleaſed to make an order for 
his taking poſſeſſion of the whole eſtate. 
This happened in the year 1780; about 
three years before the father's death. 


To execute this order, was a ſervice of 
no ſmall danger: he, however, got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the manſion-houſe of Rockfeld and 
the demeſne, the father at that time reſid- 
ing in a lodge at Tor/ough, about an Englith 
mile from the manſion, (cloſe to the high 
road from Caſtlebar to Ballina, and to the 
counties of Sligo, Leitrim, &c.) pretty 
much in the centre of the eſtate: but, in 
executing the order more generally, ſeve- 
ral ſevere conflicts enſued—there were ir- 
regularities and violence on both ſides: cer- 
tain it is, George-Robert got the worſt of 
it in the end; for he was indicted for a 
riot, found guilty, and ſentenced to three 
years impriſonment in the ſame gaol, where 
he at preſent lies, under a charge, I am 
ſorry to ſay, of much greater magnitude. 
8 5 22 | By 
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By this legal deciſion, which was ob- 
tained againſt him in the year 1780, can- 
dour forces me to acknowledge, appear- 
ances are not in his favour. The impar- 
tial reader I hope—nay, I am confident— 
will make great allowances—Conſidering 
his then ſituation, and the hoſt of enemies 
he had to contend with, the above convic— 
tion, to me, is not at all ſurpriſing. 


As to the Lord Chancellor's order, had 
Mr. Fitzgerald attempted to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of an eſtate, with an order from the 
Bailiff of the next manor, it could not 
have proved leſs effectual, or have been 
held in more apparent contempt. 


J will now, for a while, leave Mr. Fitz- - 
gerald in his confinement, under his 
heavy ſentence, in order to examine paſt 
matters a little more fully; and firſt I ſhall 

oint out the particular people, individu- 
ally and collectively, whom we may rea- 
ſonably call either his avowed, or his ſecret 
enemies. > 


The perſons who properly ought to 
appear on the liſt of his avowed enemies, 
are, as I have already ſhewn—1ſt, his 
own Father—which, as Triſtram Shandy 
fays, was tant fire, ſo much the worſe; 
2dly, Miſs Norri. which, to —__ the 

| ame 
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ſame author, was tant mieux, ſo much the 
better. To have this woman otherwiſe than 
his enemy, would have been much more diſ- 
graceful to him than all the ſufferings he 
has already undergone, or may hereafter 
undergo, on her account. She could not 
be ſuppoſed ever to be otherwiſe—George 
Robert never ſaw her, but his honoured 
Mother's injuries came into his mind in 
ſuch a lively manner, that he uſed to affront 
her whenever ſhe came in his way. As I 
advance farther, this lady will appear to 
greater advantage. | 


The next perſon I ſhall bring on the car- 
pet is the artful and pliant Charles Fitæge- 
rald, who, like a mole, has, for years paſt, 
been undermining his Brother's property; 
and the better to accompliſh his nefarious 
purpoſes, he could overlook the indignity 
offered to his Mother; nay, he deſcended 
to the meaneſt offices to pleaſe Mz/s Nor- 
71s, and become the fondlewife to her ſpu- 
rious offspring, which was ſhrewdly ſu- 
ſpeed, and with great reaſon, to be the 
joint production of the pious“ confede- 
racy. 


4. The 


* Mr. Fitzgerald, ſenior, profeſſed to be very re- 
ligious; he was frequently diſcovered by the ſer- 
vants on his bare Ences, with his * and clothes off, 
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1 
4. The identical Mr. M Donnel, whoſe | 


cataſtrophe will ever remain an indeli- 


ble diſgrace to the police of the county of 
Mayo. 


To this quadruple alliance, I may add, 
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at his private prayers. One of the girls took the li- 
berty to expoſtulate with him, being afraid, ſhe ſaid, 
he would expoſe himſelf too much to the cold: his 
anſwer was, I feel no cold, child -I am coreſtling 
« with God, to unite my ſons in affection:— the loaf 
<< (meaning the eſtate) is ſufficiently ample for both, 
6 if divided between them.” The girl, archly 
enough, replied, <* Ah! dear Sir, if that is all you 
6 are praying for, put on your wig and your clothes, 
and take your breakfaſt; for the prayers: of the 
„hole world would not prevail on my young Ma- 
< ſter to give up his birth-right, or any part of it, 
6 to Mafter Charles.” What renders this ſtory the 
more curious is, that this abominable old hypocrite, 
at the ſame time he was proſtrating his half-nated 
body, apparently in the act of ſolemn worſhip to his 
Creator, was meditating a plan to ſet fire to the man- 
fion-houſe, in which George Robert reſided, the bet- 
ter to deprive him of all refuge on the eſtate; which 
plan he afterwards fully executed, in conjunction 
with the reſt of the wicked confederacy. This fe- 
lony was perpetrated after George Robert. had re- 
| lieved his Father from priſon, by taking on himſelf 
a debt to a large amount, as already mentioned. 


Wo 


as his avowed enemies, the whole Roman- 
Catholic tenantry, as well on the Fitzge- 
rald eſtate as on thoſe in the neighbour- 
hood. The Fitzgerald tenantry, having 
Joined the old confederacy againſt the 
juſt claims of the heir-apparent, had no 
other chance of remaining in their farms 


than by keeping him out of poſſeſſion. 


George Robert's declarations, with re- 
gard to the Papiſts, were covered with no 
diſguiſe ;—his public advertiſement, which 
had circulated through the kingdom, was 
a denunciation of vengeance againſt them. 
In this advertiſement, he ſet forth that he 


would parcel out his whole eſtate in free- 


holds; and invited Proteſtants, particu- 
larly thoſe from the North, to come and 
ſettle on it, merely, as he declares, to 
create or ſtrengthen his electional intereſt in 
the county, and thereby give all the aſſiſt- 
ance in his power to bring about a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, and relieve the people 
from the bondage they ſuffer under the 
arlitocracy. 


Theſe ſentiments, it is acknowledged, 
were not inſerted in expreſs words; but, 
conſidering the principles and ſpirit of his 
uncle, the Biſhop. of Derry, and which 
his nephew has ſtrongly imbibed, no other 
concluſion can be drawn but that, * 

rom 


1 
from public as private conſiderations, the 
Roman Catholic tenantry muſt adicate, to 


make room for thoſe of the Proteſtant 
perſuaſion. 


To prevent this calamity, as they termed 
it, they had no poſſible means—having 
forfeited their leaſes by non-payment of 
their rents; ſo that their landlord had no- 
thing to do to get rid of them but to ſeize 
their cattle, which, however, they in ge- 
neral ſaved him the trouble of doing, by 
moving them off to ſome remote part of 
the country, out of the reach of his 
drivers. 


Having accurately, and alſo pretty copi- 
ouſly, ſtated to the reader the avowed ene- 
mies of George Robert, and their mo- 
tives for their oppoſition to him, I ſhall, 
in the next place, treat of thoſe whom TI 
call his ſecret enemies; and theſe are, the 
 fordly party of the county of Mayo. The 
Lords Lucan and Altamont were as much 
alarmed at Mr. Fitzgerald's proceedings, on 
account of their public intereſts, as others 
were for private conſiderations; and the 
more ſo, as Sir John Brown, of the Neal, 
had declared he would join young Fitzge- 
rald, againſt Mr. Cuff and the whole 
ariſtocracy, 1 ſeveral intereſts, united, 


had 


1 


had ever prevailed in that county; and I 
will venture to hazard a conjecture, that by 
this ſecret influence, in a great meaſure, 
was the conviction for the riot, in 1780, 
above mentioned, brought about. 


The General Election was then only 
three years diſtant;—the ruin therefore of 
his conſequence, for that ſeaſon, was a 
conſummation devoutly to be wiſhed. 
What ſerves to corroborate more ſtrongly 
this ſuſpicion, and that it was made a po- 
litical queſtion, is, that the ſentence of the 
Court againſt him for the riot, was ſo 
nicely calculated, as to expire juſt at the 
time when the General Election was ex- 
peed to cloſe.— It was, indeed, a cir- 
cumſtance much to be lamented, that Mr. 
Fitzgerald's impetuoſity, on the one hand, 
and the workings of his family faction, on 
the other, rendered the effects, moſt hap- 
pily for the Ariſtocracy, exactly ſuch as the 
latter could have wiſhed. 


I find myſelf under the neceſſity of pur- 
ſuing this ſubject a little farther, before [ 
enter upon the matter of Mr. Fitzgerald's 
eſcape from priſon—when acts of violence 
were committed, on both fides, which I 


ſhall hereafter ſet in a true point of view. 
D I ſhall 


1 1 
I ſhall, therefore, take up the buſineſs I 
am upon, by a retroſpect to the time when 
George Robert commenced Politician, or ra- 
ther, when his Father made an unſucceſs- 


ful attempt to reprefent the county of 
Mayo in Parliament. 


Bad men have often been ſingled out, 
and adopted by partizans to proſecute their 
deſigns, and thereby promote their inte- 
reſts or ambition. The juſtneſs of this 


remark, I believe, has been. pretty well ve⸗ 


rified in our own metropolis. 


Fitzgerald, ſenior, (who, in ſome 
reſpects, was the Y/i/kes of Ireland) 
being encouraged by the popular party, 
was induced to ſtand candidate to repreſent 
the county of Mayo at the General Elec- 
tion of Ireland, in 1775. The conteſt was 
very ſevere; victory, however, declared 
againſt him: but, having run the Ariſto- 
cracy very cloſe on the poll, his ſupport- 
ers had the moſt ſanguine hopes of ſuc- 


| ceſs, on a petition to the Houſe of Com- 


mons; and a petition was accordingly pre- 
ſented; but after a trial, which laſted ſe- 
veral weeks, the fitting Members were 
confirmed in their ſeats. 


By 
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By this conteſt, however, the then 
ſtrength of the ſeveral parties in the county 
were thoroughly inveſtigated from which 
a man of penetration and ſpirit, like 
George Robert, and whoſe eſtate was 
ample, well ſituated, and of ſingularly 
good quality, might, without vanity, flat- 
ter himſelf with turning the ſcale in fa- 
vour of his family at a future period, with- 
out making any conſiderable ſacrifice of his 
e&wn property. 


Some time after the above election, 
George Robert returned from France, and 
appeared 1n the political horizon like a ſtar 
of the firſt. magnitude; but he made no 
public declaration, that I ever heard, of 


his intention to ſtand for the county, until 


ſome little time before the Lent aſſizes, 
1778, at which time the Parliament had 
five years to fit; and, unleſs accidents had 


happened, there could be no probable 


ground to expect a vacancy till the expira- 
tion of the above period: he was, how- 
ever, determined to begin in time; and, 
for this purpoſe, ſuch preparations were 
made againſt the ſaid aſſizes, to be held at 
Caſtlebar, for his public entry, and to de- 
clare himſelf a candidate on the next va- 
cancy, as would not have diſgraced the 
entry of a Venetian Ambaſſador into Lon- 

D 2 don. 


1 


don. Every houſe in the town, that could 


be procured, and that was beſt adapted for 
the purpoſe, was procured, the better to 
enable this political phœnix to entertain 
not only the county, but the world in gene- 
ral, who choſe to partake of his hoſpita- 
lity during the aſſizes. 


Mr. Fitzgerald, well knowing that the 
publicans muſt ſuffer conſiderably by his 
intended banquet, as he propoſed drawing 
the whole public into his own vortex—to 
remove every apprehenſion 'of this ſort, 
generouſly compounded with them for all 


their probable loſſes, in the /ump. 


Never was imagination raiſed ſo high as 
on this occaſion nor was imagination ever 
more completely gratified, when the time 
arrived for realizing the ſcene: it was in- 
deed a ſcene of grandeur, much to be re- 
membered in the hiſtory of Mayo magni- 
ficence; ſuch as before was never ſeen 
there, nor, probably, ever will be ſeen 
again, unleſs the ſame Gentleman ſhould 
have the good fortune to prevail over his 
enemies. 8 


The profuſion and good quality of the 
viands were not more conſpicuous and ſa- 


tisfactory, than was the ſuperb and elegant 
manner 
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manner in which the entertainment was, 


for three days, conducted, and in which the 


high-ſpirited donor demonſtrated, that, to 
the niceſt ſenſe of honour, of which Mr. 
Fitzgerald is particularly tenacious, perhaps 
to a fault, he joined the moſt refined taſte, 
and a capacious knowledge for the —_ 
of brilliancy and magnificence. 


The tar exhibited in this village 
was ſcarcely ever exceeded in the capital— 
the capital might, in ſome degree, be con- 
ſidered as having emptied itſelf into the 
village. A ſtring of cars, from the city 
of Dublin, of an amazing length, pre- 
ceded the company, ſeveral days, loaded 
with the choiceſt articles the metropolis 
could furniſh, neceſſary for the occaſion ;— 
to them ſucceeded, in proper order, cooks 
and confectioners, of different nations, ſexes, 
and colours ;—ſempſtreſſes—taylors—man--. 
tua-makers—muilliners—perfumers — hair- 
drefſers— muſicians — fire- Workers — play- 
ers - ſhoe- blacks— and five times the num- 
ber of beggars *. 


On 


—— —— 


* Beggary, and of courſe pilfering, is, in Ireland, 
far more predominant than in England; for, beſides 
the young and idle, thoſe who are paſt their labour, 
naturally take up their meal-bag and milk-can, in order 

to 


Ll 0-3 


On the commiſſion day entered the com- 
pany.—Mr. Fitzgerald, in his dreſs, was 
1 with a profuſion of jewels “*, and 

his 


— 


to follow this occupation, even though their children 


are in ſufficient circumſtances to afford them a main- 
tenance. As regularly as the Judges go the circuits, 
ſo ſure are innumerable beggars found in their train, 
even to the remoteſt parts of the kingdom. In their 
marodings through the country, they enter any houſe 
that is convenient to them, take a ſeat at the fire, and 
partake of what is going in the kitchen, in the eating 
way, with as little ceremony as though they were a 
part of the family. When their meal-bag is full, 
they ſell the contents at the next market, the price 
for which, and all they gather, they generally hoard; 

for the purchaſe of clothes would injure their profeſ- 


fion, as nakedneſs is the principle which excites cha- 


rity, Apparently they are very inoffenſive; but if 
any thing is expoſed to their view, which they can 
take without the probability of detection, few peo- 
ple, I believe, would be anſwerable for their honeſty. 
I am inclined to think, from the obſervations I have 


made, that, on the ſmalleſt computation, there are 


not leſs, in Ircland, than one hundred thouſand men, 
women, and children, in the actual profeſſion of 
beggary, who are maintained * the boundlcls ho- 
ſpitality of the country. 


* Mr. Fitzgerald's jewels have lately been ftolen 
from him. When his lodge at Torlough was de- 
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his train of attendants were as richly ca- 
pariſoned as if he had been an Eaſtern Na- 
bob: but, which was ſtill more pleaſing to 
the towns-people and gamblers, he was 
really 


* 
— — 


ſtroyed by the mob, the above, and many other va- 
luables, co the amount of 23,0001. all fell a ſacrifice 
to their fury; for which he has commenced a proſe- 
cution againſt the county of Mayo. The following 
is the inventory 


4 A caſket, containing a complete ſet of diamond 
« veſt- buttons; a diamond loop and button for the 
6 hat; a family picture, ſet round with diamonds; 
« two large emeralds; a hatband, ornamented with 
« five or fix rows of oriental pearls; a large en- 
« oraved amethyſt; a gold watch and chain, ſtudded 
« with diamonds; ſeveral other gold watches and 
e ſeals; a great number of antique and modern 
rings; a pair of gold ſhoe and knee-buckles; a 
« filver apparatus for ſhaving; ſeveral pair of filver 
« ſhoe-buckles, and other Jewellery work, to the 
« value of 60301. and upwards: alſo, a number of 
<6 notes of hand, and other aſſurances for money, 
& payable to him from ſundry perſons, to the 
c amount of above 12,0001. and a promiſſory note 
« of hand, drawn by an Engliſh Baronet of great 
« landed eſtate, for 50001. on which ſeveral years 
«-zntereſt are due. He farther ſtates a loſs in ſpe- 
cc Cie; various rich ſuits of embroidered clothes; 
« curious fire-arms, and books, to the amount of 
« above 428 J. more.“ 
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[ 26 ] 
really provided with a large ſum of money 
to defray his expences, and for play. I 
was informed, the ſeat of his carriage was 
filled with guineas, ſealed up in parcels of 
fifty each—for he played nothing under. 


In ſhort, there never was a man who 
wrought ſo forcibly on the people for the 
time. He candidly told the Freeholders, 
he did not regret his Father's want of ſucceſs, 
on a former occaſion—the cauſe of his de- 
feat, he ſaid, was owing to parſimony, and 
his many bad qualities; which cauſes he 
hoped, in His application, would be re- 
moved, 


Preparatory to a vacancy, Mr. Fitzge- 
rald gave notice that he intended to eſta- 
bliſh, on his eſtate, a colony of Preſbyte- 
rians from the North, whom he propoſed 
to make freeholders: and, as a farther in- 
ducement to them to come to him, he 
threw out a never-failing bait; he offered 
to lay out 500 l. in erecting a meeting- 
houſe; and to ſettle 5ol. per annum, and a 
houſe and land, on the Miniſter, whom 
themſelves ſhould chooſe to be their pa- 
ſtor *. 0 


The 


Sa — — —_— 


* This meeting-houſe was actually built, (I ſaw 
the ſhell of it, 1783) and, I am informed, George 
Robert 


1 


The introducing a new race of inhabi- 
tants, and of a ſect too, whole principles 
were never known to be favourable to a 
proud Ariſtocracy, leaves no room to doubt 
that ſuch an innovation would be preſently 
ſcouted: it was fo, in fact; for it was con- 
ſidered, by the /ordly party, as a previous 
ſtep to an overthrow of their power in the 
county, and a parliamentary reform; ſug- 
geſted, without queſtion, by the Arch-in- 
cendiary, (as the Court faction called him) 
the Biſhop of Derry; and was, in heir 
eyes, nothing lets than an attempt fo ver- 
turn the conſtitution, both in Church and 
State. 


Ridiculous as it may appear to an Eng- 
liſh reader, that a Gentleman's making free- 
holders, and thereby creating, from his own 
fortune, an electional intereſt, with a view 
to improve his eſtate, the manufactory, 
and civilize country; and thereby promote, 
or aſſiſt in bringing about, 4 parliamentary 
reform, ſhould be conſtrued into an in- 
tention of overturning the conſtitution, in 
Church and Szate, yet in Ireland this was 
really the cate; for in that country the 
mecting of the Freeholders, only t con/ider 


E 97 


— 


Robert has recently appointed a Preſbyterian Mini- 
ſter to officiate therein. 


L a ] 


of a Reform of Parliament, has, from the 
Bench, been declared to have that tendency. 


As an illuſtration of this ſubject, and as 
a farther proof that this doctrine is now 
held to be the fundamental law of Ireland, 
I ſhall adduce the opinion of Cor PER“ 
FACE, a law chief, in his own words, 
as they were delivered in the caſe of a late 
High Sheriff of a county. 


The author of a moſt ingenious pam- 
phlet has, by ſeveral months, anticipated 
me, in his remarks on that caſe: he N 
the buſineſs of the Iriſh Parliamentary 
Reform, and quotes the cafe above alluded 
to; the determination of which is ſo ex- 
tremely curious, and of ſo great import- 
ance, that I cannot withſtand the tempta- 
tion of repeating it in this place; more 
eſpecially as I was preſent at the trial, 
and can vouch for the correctneſs of the 
Author's quotations; (they were printed in 
the Caſtle news-paper, as by the authority 
and direction of the Court) and I do moſt 
cordially, nay, devoutly, with the whole 
Iriſh nation, ſubſcribe to the Author's re- 

marks. thereon. 1 


2 


I ſhall introduce this buſineſs in the 
Author's own words; and afterwards 


make 


LW] 
make ſuch further remarks as are applica- 
ble to the caſe of Mr. F itzgerald. 


© Not a heart panted,' (in Ireland) not a wiſh 
was uttered for any object but a reform of parlia- 
ment. Great was the diſeaſe, but the remedy was 
greater. In the effort to ſet father againſt ſon, 
and brother againſt brother, the Miniſtry, and 
their emiſſaries there, provoked the revival of the 
moſt effectual animoſities, that could not fail to 


© divide the people, and infuſe diſcord amongſt the 
« Iniſh.* 


A 


* 


But the comprehenſive ſoul of the Miniſter 
© graſped ſtill more. I will conquer America in 
Germany, ſaid the EARL of CHaThHam; © I 
«« will cut up the Engliſp reform in Ireland!” ſays the 
© EARL of CHATHAM's Son.“ 


© Whatever be the Reader's political com- 
© plexion, 1 beſeech, I implore him, to read the 
publiſhed ſpeech of Mr. Pitt“; newly made ** * 
© where he will find theſe precious points affirmed to 
be the law of the land- not by quirk or ſubtlety, 
© but in home-ſpun intelligible terms— 


< 1ſt, © That the power of the County is the power 
* of the Crown.” | 


X 2dly, % That the Sheriffs calling the people together 
& peacefully and legally, is THE MOST WANTON o- 
« PRESSION OF THE KiNG's SUBJECTS,” 
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© 2dly, ** That a reformation of parliament is, as 


plain as words can ſpeak, TO OVERTURN THE RE- 


„% LIGION AND CONSTITUTION OF THE COUN=- 
« TRY.” 


« 4thly, That attachments are preferable to fri- 
5 als, becauſe they are ſummary—becauſe the WHOLE 


„ COUNTY Is CORRUPTED, and no jury ſhould be 


« trufted.” 


6 5thly, (which is a moſt holy doctrine, and the 
© echo of the Engliſh plan, in deſtroying trial by 
* jury) * That a trial by jury, of ſuch charges, WOULB 
© BE HIGHLY IMPROPER, becauſe it would be run- 
ce ning the hazard of CORRUPTING WITNESSES, and 
% TEMPTING A JURY TO PERJURE THEMSELVES,” 


© Here you ſee, the foundation of this vaunted 
© trial by jury is ſubverted, root and branch for in 
© every human litigation, there is a riſk of perjury.” 


© I know that conſtitutionaliſts may ſay this t 
< the publiſhed ſpeech of the Iriſh Judge be 4 

© ous, the publiſher ſhould loſe his ears—If the ſpeech 
be genuine, the Judge ſhould loſe his life, The 


© criminal juſtice of the country is endangered every 


© hour that ſuch a traitor to the Conſtitution pol- 
$ lutes the Bench; and the people, if they do-not 
« impeach him, are madmen, ſlaves, or cowards.” 


The Author then ironically adds“ I am of a 
c very di ferent opinion; and it is a ſubſtantial cauſe _ 


© of delight for us to reflect, that though the Britiſh 


© Bench is barren of ſuch characters, the Miniſtry 
have 


1 


have bleſſed the Iriſh Bench with a Judge who com- 
« prehends, in his own perſon, the nobleſt facul- 


ties of a TRESSILIAN, a SCROGGS, a | JEFFERIES, 
6 '&C.* 


It is already well known, and ſcarcely 
needs repeating, that TRESSILIAN was 
hanged in the year 1388, for giving an 
opinion in favour of the prerogative, con- 
trary to the ſpirit of the conſtitution. 


SCROGGS was impeached by the Com- 
mons, in the year 1681, for acting nearly 
the ſame part as Treſſilian had done; and 
for unjuſtly proſecuting, as the Commons 
alledged, writers and publiſhers of pam- 
Phlets concerning the Fopiſo Plot. 


JE FFERIESs, in the reign of James the 
IId, would willingly have rendered the 
crown deſpotic: but, being thrown into 
the Tower, at the Revolution, he there 
killed himſelf with immoderate drinking, 
and by that means ſaved Jack Ketch the 
trouble of ſending him out of the world 
in a HALTER. 


rer * — whether this ignoble 
man 


* An Engliſh reader, we preſume, will not be 


diſpleaſed to hear ſomething more particularly con- 
cerning 
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man may not ſoon be added to the above 
| liſt, 
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cerning this extraordinary Son of corruption this 
pedlar of the law, and vender of legal fraud and non- 
ſenſe. 


- His having deſcended from a low family, I conſider 
(as no difgrace to him. [It is worthy of remark that 
men of family, integrity, and abilities, ſeldom ar- 
rive to higher honours than to a puiſne ſeat on the 
Iriſh Bench; and it is notorious that all their chief 
ſeats are at preſent filled with paſſionate, low-bred 


men, the Court of Chancery excepted. ] As a Bar- 
riſter, Copperface was never known to poſleſs a ſingle 
requiſite which could ſtamp him a man of profeſſion, 
unleſs it were low cunning, deceir, and the moſt con- 
ſummate aſſurance. 


In the. year 1773 Copper face was elected, by his 


countrymen, after a month's poll at Candy's Tavern, 


 Humbugger-general of Ireland, —The character of the 


man well juſtified their choice; for as Humbugger- 


general no man ever played his cards more dexterouſly, 
He has had the addrets to dupe every Engliſh Mini- 
ſtry, from the vice-royalty of Lord Townſend tq the 
preſent, the ſhort adubimiftration of Mr. Fox excepted. 
Fitægigge, alias, the Alguazil, or King's Devil, a noto- 
rious character, was his coadjutor.— Mark the treaſon 
of theſe venal againſt their King and Country. 
Each of them employed a printer. Ihe one, in the 
pay of Fitzgigge, declaimed againſt Government and 
the curſed Engliſh intereſt—ſtirred up the manu- 


' faQurers to riots and ſedition, with tarring and fea- 


thering, and the like—called for a renovation of their 
conſtitution—independance—and the election franchiſe 
to be given to the Roman Catholics, &c.— Thus, whilſt 
one blew the coals of diſaffection, the other had a 
vehicle ready to quench the fire; at the ſame time they 

cut 


1 


lift, and hung out as a ſcare- row to deter 
future traitors to their country, depends 
TE only 


o 


S 


cut out work for themſelves in the law department by 
proſecutions innumerable; and made the King and 
people of England believe hat, by their joint endea- 
yours, they had quelled another iriſh rebellion; 
which exiſted only in the fertile brains of Fitzgiggo 
and Copper face, and their emiſſaries. 5 
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The ſame abilities with which he waded through 
the dirty paths of the law, were ſerviceable to him 
in the ſenate. Though ane a coward, yet, in 
13 he was a hero. in the Houſe of Commons 
ie could bully, under the protection of privileges 
and had the courage to be firſt and laſt in every de- 
bate—that by the dint of luck, as he himſelf terms 3 
it, but what the w tld juſtly call corruption, barra- 
tory, &c. he has realized, from being worth leſs than 
nothing, a landed property of above 20001, a year 
— has a patent place 1n the Iriſh E office, 
worth 300ol. a year more, which, with the produce 
of his laſt employment, makes his whole income lit- 
tle leſs than 10,0001. a year, 
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He was a ſhort time A t, but de- 
graded by the Rockingham adminiſtration; which 
circumſtance, by the by, was a ſtrong recommenda- 
tion of him to Mr. Pitt, and, no doubt, had its due 
weight in his appointment, which happened at a for- 
tunate conjuncture too, for an old client of his Lord- 
ſhip's: but his adroitneſs in the triple capacities of 
Judge in a court, as a Peer, and Pleader in Parlia- 
ment, and how far the preſent Miniſtry aQed with 
this wretch in concert, to procure a determination 
of a civil ſuit, in favour of a creature of their own, 
who poſſeſſed a conſiderable Borough intereſt, muſt 
be deferred for diſcuſſion at a future period. 


t 8:1] 


only on the ſtability of his creators—the 
prefent Miniſtry. 


Such being the language of the Iriſh 


. Ariſtocracy, delivered to the people from 


the Bench, it very naturally follows, that 
the attempt of George Robert Fitzgerald 
to clear his eſtate of its bad tenants, and to 
introduce a race of Proteſtant inhabitants, 
which, had he effected it, would have fo 
much altered the affairs of the county of 
Mayo, was an innovation that might juſtly 
have ranked amongſt thoſe offences which 
are brought in review, in order to check the 
ſpirit of the people who were crying out for 
a parliamentary reform. 


The High Sheriff called the people toge- 
ther, to conſider of this meaſure, by pub- 
lic advertiſement Mr. Fitzgerald does the 
fame, and creates new freeholders for this 
and other purpoſes; from all which, I will 
venture to aſſert, that the misfortunes of this 
Gentleman originate as much in his public 
fpirit and liberality, as in the frauds and 
cabals of his own family. 


But to return to George Robert's efc boys 


from the gaol of Caſtlebar. 


. To obtain his loſt liberty, Mr. Firegs. 
rald ventured on a bold and a hazardous 
© a Eg eſcape from his priſon; 

which, 


1 


which, by the law of Ireland, is a capital 
felony. 


After this eſcape, he erected a very for- 
midable battery in his demeſne, conſiſting 
of ſeveral pieces of iron ordnance. The 
battery was erected on an artificial mount, 
on which was planted a grove of trees, 
ſituated about one hundred yards from the 
high road, and the ſame diſtance from the 
gate of the avenue which leads to the man- 
fion-houſe, and half an Engliſh mile from 
the houſe itſelf. po 


It would appear, however, that the hand 
of Providence, together with the villainy 
of the King's revenue-officers, had greatly 
favoured George Robert's very ſingular en- 
terpriſe, and in ſome meaſure, no doubt, 
had determined his eſcape. | 


A large foreign armed ſhip (of what 
country I do not recolle&) had been driven, 
by ſtreſs of weather, to the port of New- 
port-prat, a few miles diſtant from the 
town of Caſtlebar. The veſſel had re- 
ceived ſo much damage, that ſhe was obliged 
to be unloaded in order to give her a ſuth- 
cient repair. | | 
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To afliſt the unfortunate mariners, the 
houſes belonging to the King's officers, 
and others, were opened to receive the 
cargo, and the ſhip accordingly underwent 
a repair; but by the time ſhe was in trim 
to take in her cargo again, a part of it was 


loſt, and part ſpoiled; and that which re- | 


mained, and was ſaleable, was not of ſuf- 
ficient value to pay the exorbitant ware- 
bouſe room where it was depoſited. On 
this account, the whole was confiſcated ; 
and in the mean time, the unfortunate Cap- 
tain was inhumanly committed to Caſtle- 
bar goal, where Mr. Fitzgerald was then 
confined, for the amount-of the expences 
of the ſhip's repair—the conſequence was, 
that ſhe was obliged to be ſold, with her 
guns and ſtores, to defray, charges, and 
thereby releaſe the Captain from priſon *. 


At this ſale, Mr. Fitzgerald, by agents, 
purchaſed the guns and ammunition, un- 
der pretence of their being for the uſe of 


10 | the 
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This flagrant breach of hoſpitality, and of na- 
tional honour, having been committed, not by the 
rabhle, or wreck-hunters, but by the King's offi- 


cers, the fraud and plunder was perfectly innacent; 


and, although it made ſome noiſe in the country, 


yet, theſe officers being all of them creatures of the 
Lordly party, it never came to an-enquiry. 


E 
the Volunteers. This accounts for his be- 
ing able to erect ſo formidable a battery, 
and for its being ſo well furniſhed and 


maintained, as to alarm the Government, 
and to occaſion them to ſend a train of ar- 


tillery, with a regiment of horſe, in order 


to diſlodge the offenders. 


On the approach of this force, Mr. 
Fitzgerald and his partiſans all fled, and 


the troops again returned to their old quar- 
ters, 


» 


Mr. Fitzgerald, however, continued 
concealed in the country for ſome time; 
and it was at this period the confederacy 
at Torlough ſet fire to his houſe at Rock- 
field: after which, having good reaſon to 
ſuſpect his Father and Miſs ——— to 5 — 


perpetrated this miſchief, and finding it 
impoſſible to be much longer concealed, 


he, with an armed party, (at the time 
that he was himſelf an out-law) went to 
T 8 and took his Father priſoner. 


Having placed his Father in a poſt- 
chaiſe, and a ſtrong guard on the outſide 
of the carriage, in this manner he led him, 
as if in triumph, a captive through the 
country, and at laſt brought him to Dub- 
lin, where he died ſoon after; and George 
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Robert himſelf was taken by a Captain 
Hall, who, on that account, received the 
Reward of three hundred pounds, which 
the Government had offered for apprehend- 
ing him. 


Mr. Fitzgerald was committed to the 
New Priſon in the city of Dublin, and 
remained there a conſiderable time until 
the adminiſtration of Lord Temple His 
Excellency granted him a pardon, on con- 
dition—as 1 am well informed—thar Mr. 
Fitzgerald would never, from thenceforth, 
either accept of, or ſend a challenge to 
fight a duel, and that he ſhould give his 
word of honour for his future good beha- 
viour. 

n d 

From this circumſtance, I am led to the 
relation of a fracas, which, after his diſ- 
charge, happened between George Robert, 
a Mr. Martin, (ſon of the unfortunate Mr. 
Martin of Dangan, who was defrauded 
by Popham *, the moneynierinanes) and a 
Mr. Leſter, 


At 


„This celebrated fvindler having cheated Mr. | 
Martin, and ſeveral noblemen and gentlemen of lre- 
land, out of 60,0001. ſet off for the Eaft Indies; 
and is the identical Ar. Popham who makes ſuch a 


4 47 0A figure i in the publiſhed Defence of Mr. 
Haſtings. ' | 


At the trial of Mr. Fitzgerald for the „ 
riot before mentioned, Mr. Martin was of 14 
Counſel for the proſecution, and in his = 
pleading threw out ſome very ſevere re- = 
flections againſt the Priſoner, and alſo 8 
-againſt the Priſoner's Father: in drawing 9 
the compariſon, however, between the i 
characters of the Father and the Son, he 4 


concluded, that George Robert was the 
worſt character of the two. _ | 


Mr. F itzgerald, however, took occaſion, 1 
when he made his defence, to retort on A 
Mr. Martin, with ſuch pointed ſeverity, + 
that the Barriſter inſinuated he would re- | | 
ſent itat a proper opportunity. 


As ſoon therefore as Mr. Fitzgerald was 
diſcharged from his impriſonment in Dub- n 
lin, by Lord Temple, Mr. Martin ſent 
Mr. Leſter with a 2 to him. 


Mr. F itzgerald, on receiving the meſ- 
ſage, aſked Mr. Leſter if he had not heard 
the injunction laid on him by Lord Tem- 
ple. Leſter replied, he had heard of ſuch 
a thing, but knew not if it was true; and 
if it was true, did not imagine he, Mr. 
Fitzgerald, would avail himſelf of ſuck a 
ridiculous 1 in junction. 


Mr. 


: 
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Mr. Fitzgerald, having ſecured the 
written meſſage, ſent by Mr. Martin, ſafe 
in his pocket, was determined to infli& in- 
ſtant puniſhment on the unfortunate Leſ- 
ter in doing which, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, Fitzgerald acted with a ſubtlety 
not uſual to him in affairs of honour *. 


Seeing a very brilliant ring on Mr. Leſ- 
ter's finger, Mr. Fitzgerald ſaid to him 
«« I think, Sir, you have a very fine ring 
on your finger.” Leſter, very unſu- 
ſpectingly, took the ring from his finger, 
which the other politely received, as if to 
look at—but, de/gnedly, let it fall on the 
floor; and, . ſetting his foot on it, he 
cruſhed this valuable ring to atoms. Mr. 
Fitzgerald then picked up the ſhattered 
contents, with more than ordinary atten- 
tion—put the ſtones and the gold into a 
piece of paper—twiſted them up, and put 
them into Leſter's pocket, with the fol- 
lowing Jelſuitical addreſs : — © Perhaps, 
« Sir, you will ſay I robbed you—but. 
% you ſee I have not.” After this, he 
opened the parlour-door, and deſired the 
ſervant to bring him his crab, meaning 
his walking-ſtick. When the crab was 

| 5 brought 


I relate this ſtory agreeably to Mr. Leſter's re- 
port of the tranſaction. 


* 
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brought to him, he began a moſt violent # 
aſſault upon Mr. Leſter, and ſo dexte- 
rouſly did he brandiſh his crabſticł, that he | | 
made poor Leſter both ſore and bloody; 1 
and, in this very frightful condition, turned 
him headlong out of his houſe, to be the 


laughing- ſtock of the populace, who, by i 
this time, had gathered about the door in 4 
great numbers. "4 

Mr. Leſter, with his wounds bleeding, 1 


immediately went to the houſe of Judge | | 
Hen, before whom, after reciting every 


*. N 2 _ us 4 Y 
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{3 

aggravating circumſtance, he lodged an .. 
information for an aſſault; and a warrant 4 
iſſued to bring Mr. Fitzgerald before the 1 


Judge. 


* 8 N K wb 
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When that gentleman appeared there, 
the Judge was going to commit him; upon 
which Mr. Fitzgerald took from his pocket 
the written meſſage which Mr. Leſter had 
brought to him from Mr. Martin. This 
paper he ſhewed to Mr. Hen; and when 
the Judge had read it, he ſuſpended the 
mittimus againſt Mr. Fitzgerald, and im- | 
mediately committed poor Leſter to New- | 44 
gate, for having brought Mr. Fitzgerald a 8 
challenge from Mr. Martio. 5 | | 
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Upon Leſter's arrival at the priſon, he 
was become ſo horrid a ſpectacle, that he 
appeared to be a much fitter object for an 
e ee than a gaol. 


The next day, the e gave bail 
to appear at the quarter- ſeſſions - but the 
affair, I believe, was amicably adjuſted, 
for I never heard any thing more about it. 


| Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Martin after- 
wards met, and fought a duel, in which 
neither party received any hurt. 


It has often been ſaid, and is generally 
believed, that all the many rencounters in 
which George Robert has been engaged, 


were owing to a diſorder in his brain, 


which is, moreover, ſaid to run through 
the whole family: to this aſperſion, I an- 


ſwer, with Iſabella in the play— 


« Little do they know him.” . 


I am 1 Vegsint Mr. Fitzgerald would 
not be obliged to me, or to any other per- 
ſon, who would attempt to JET his con- 
duct on this ground. 


His literary talents are, I believe, whe 
little known to the world, as he never 
wrote 


43 ] 
wrote much; and what he did write was 


only for the peruſal of his moſt intimate 
friends. To 


I remember to have ſeen a ſmall poem, 
with his name prefixed to it, conſiſting of 
about four hundred lines only, which was 
thought to diſplay a brilliancy of wit and 
depth of learning, together with an ex- 
cellent turn for double-entendre. 


This poem was entitled The RIpDTIE, 

and inſcribed to Jobn Scott, Eſq. now 
Lord Earlsfort, and Chief Juſtice. of the 
Court of King's Bench in Ireland. It 
having been written in the form of à Riddle, 
more cannot be ſaid of it in this place; 
and as an edition of it will ſoon be pub- 
liſhed, I ſhall not at preſent anticipate, nor 
deprive the curious of the pleaſure of ex- 
pounding the contents. 8 


Mr. Fitzgerald poſſeſſes a fund of le- 
gal knowledge, and is alſo a very good 
orator. He harangues in the courts of 
law, and does his own buſineſs, with little 
or no aid. of Counſel. Not long ago, he 
_ fingly pleaded his own cauſe in the court of 
Exchequer, in an harangue of three hours, 
to the aſtoniſhment of the Bench, and a nu- 
merous auditory, againſt a great bar of law- 
yers, and had the good fortune to get the 


better of them all. 


» 
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It is time my Narrative ſhould now 
d to a cloſe. I have induſtriouſly 
avoided ſaying too much in Mr. Fitz- 
gerald's favour; my motive having been 

principally to inform the world tber al- 
though he appears, by what has been 
publiſhed. in the news-papers, relative to 
a recent tranſaction, greatly to have erred, 
yet Mr. M*Donnel was by no means i- 
offenſive; on the contrary, he gave Mr. 
Fitzgerald the fir? Feen and cauſe 
of quarrel. | 


* 


Mr. Fitzgerald l property is little, if at 
all, inferior to that of any Gentleman in 
His county; and yet, although he was 
armed with legal authority, he could not 
raiſe a ſhilling off the eſtate, except what 
Mr. M*Donnel, and the reſt of the Tor- 


lough faction, could not prevent. 


He ſtood alone, ſurrounded by a hoſt of 
enemies, againſt which neither the laws, 
nor the police of the county, afforded him, 
in any one inſtance, the leaſt protection. 
His perſonal ſafety, his property, and 
even the jointure T e out of the 
eſtate to Lady tf A all 
Was at ſtake, 


What a melancholy arofectt. was, pre- 
ds the view of 8 unintereſted 
ſpectator, like myſelf— to behold the moſt 
lovely and inviting tract of land which 


Ireland can boaſt, one year in a high 0 | 
x 
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of cultivation, and the next a deſolate wil- 
derneſs! * 


The deceaſed Mr. M. Donnel may juſtly 
be conſidered as a volunteer in the ſervice of 
old F itzgerald, of Charles his ſon, and of 
Miſs Norris. He buſied himſelf in a family 
quarrel, which, without his aſſiſtance, was 
arrived to a pitch not eaſily to be quelled. 


He acted as an incendiary at the head 
of the tenantry, to keep the lawful claim- 
ant out of his right, and the heir from the 


poſſeſſion of his undiſputed fortune—aug- : 


menting his diſtreſſes, and thoſe of his 
virtuous Mother, at leaſt as far as his ad- 


vice and active influence could poſſibly ex- 
tend. 


The late Mr. M. Donnel, though bred 
to the law, was himſelf but one remove 
from a Papiſt: his father read his recan- 
tation, for the ſole purpoſe of filing a 
bill of diſcovery to obtain a property no 
otherwiſe his right than by his becoming a 
Proteſtant. This trick is often practiſed 
in Ireland; but I never knew a family that 


turned Proteſtants from ſo baſe a motive, 


G 2 that 
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= Dr. Elliſon, the rector of the pariſh+in which 


the Fitzgerald eſtate hes, has, for ſeveral years, Joſt 
from one to two hundred pounds a year, by the deſo- 
lation of that eſtate, in the article of tithes only. 
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wat did not have frequent Maſs privately 
ſaid in their houſes. I humbly apprehend 
that had Mr. M*Donnel been a virtuous 
man, (being moreover a lawyer too) 
he would not have taken fo unworthy a 
Part as he has done, againſt George Ro- 

rt, let his conneCtions with old Fitzge- 
rald have been ever ſo binding. 


1. But,” ſay forme: « Mr. Fitzgerald, by 
4 his own. impetuoſity and vindictive diſ- 
« poſition, has involved himſelf in his 

10 preſent ſituation.“ —— Good Heavens 
| 255 the habitable globe, and will you 
nd a man, who could ſuffer the injuries 
that he has endured, and not be rouſed 
to vengeance? To be ſtripped of his inhe- 
ritance— his houſe and furniture deſtroyed 
by fire — not by accident, nor by any com- 
mon calamity, but by the baſe hands of his 
own Father, and a perfidious We, who 
aſſiſted in raiſing up a faction to rob the 
eldeſt ſon, and thereby aggrandiſe the fortune 
of the youngeſt, (for nothing leſs would ſa- 
tisfy George Robert's enemies) did not 
tranſactions, ſuch as I have related, cue 
Joudlyfor vengeance? als d 


But, again, it will be taht « Mr. Fitz- 
i erad is 'violent.”” I have ſufficiently 
ſhewn that he has only oppoſed violence to 
violence—againſt thoſe only who have vio- 
* * 1 of their h by fire and 

1 * Word: 


= . 31 ä 
brd: * 5 feaceable. man, che at t evet 


8 bs any een agaiaſt him. 
12110 5:12 119\ n But; 


* 1 3 Mi. es was] beſet 
by no e = war Me M by a warrant, iſ- 
ſhed againft him for ſome offence committed dpainſt 
2 Fitzgerald and chat, under the faid warrant,” | 

the conſtahles were conveying him to a diſtaut ma- 
gi rate; and had proceeded with him ſome. diſtance 
rom... ap- 
pened,; as no juſtice uld obtained a gaitiſt Me 

"(or dgantft” 0 '6thi perſon” 15 refiſted 

the laws, or, WII committed de edations on Mr. 
Fitzgerald's property), from atiy of the miapiſtrates' 
in 115 own 1111 Wiege, For this redſhſi it Was 
that tlie mt veteran Brecknich,” when ar- 
taigned, a few. days ago, at 1 on 175 Laue 
how he would be tried; remained at firſt 12 0 654 
Fat od 


being again aſked, whether he would be tri 

atid h country? affionately cried out, “I have 
en objeftion to be e ttied by GOD; but not by 
*© YOUR country.“ 

N. Bi The above Mr: Breckriock is the celebrated 
gentleman of that natne; who is well known in the 
republic of Letters ; and who, ſome years ago, fi- 
gured in the political controverſies that were carried 
on in the Gazetteer during the life time of the late 
worthy Mr. Charles Say. Mf. Brecknock alſo ren- 
dered himelf very refairkable and popular, a few 
years ſince, by going into the Court of King's Bench, 
and perſonally inforniing againſt all the Judges of 
thatCourt for wearing Cambrick. Oh this extraor- 
_dinary occaſion Lord Matisfield ſaid to Mr. Breck- 
neck, bh will yzu pibve that w: wear Canibriel 2% 
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My Lord.“ ſaid Brecknock, [ have ſworn it, 
nd i now temains with your Lofdthips to prove 
H «© the 
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But there is not, in that part of Ireland, 
any ſuch thing as either law or police: 'a 
ſtronger proof cannot be given of the bar- 
barous 8 8 the 8 ſort of 
le, than the plundering the forei 
= her diſtreſſed Cap in and — 4 
at Newport - prat. The whole province 
of Connaught, the county af Sligo ex- 
cepted, is in as wretched. a ſtate of bar- 
bariſm and bigotry, as it was two cen- 
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« the contrary.” The Court, however, finding them- 
ſelves not ſufficiently learned to overthrow Breck- 
nock's arguments, paid him the fine without inveſ- 
tigating the matter further, By this notable action 
Brecknock created great. diverhon in the Hall, at 
the expence of the - Judges, and obtained great 
credit with the people in general. oe e+e” 
On another occaſion he alſo ſhewed great clever- 
neſs By ſome means Brecknock found out, that an 
eſtate belonging to the late Cardinal Molſey was not 
oſſeſſed by the lawful heirs; he therefore advertiſed 
in the News Papers, both at home and abroad, de- 
ſiring the heirs of the Cardinal to apply to him, as he. 
' could inform them of ſomething greatly to their advantage. 
This proceeding ſo alarmed the perſon in poſſeſſion 
of the eſtate, that, to ſtop the advertiſements, Breck- 
nock, it is ſuppoſed, was quieted by a ſum of money. 
This eccentric genius is now. law-agent to Mr. 
Fitzgerald, at a ſalary, I am told, of 300 l. a year, 
I ſincerely hope his wonted cleverneſs will not for- 
fake him on the preſent. occaſion, , but that he will 
be able to extricate both himſelf and his employer 
from the unhappy ſituation in which they are now 
placed, | by | 


2. „ «ls 


E a}. 


turies ago; nor can any man of property 


live longer in peace there, than whilſt he 
has a faction, or the military, to ſupport 


him in his legal poſſeſſions. When a man 


is encompaſſed with vipers, little time is 


allowed him for parley. 


Upon the whole, therefore, whatever 
may become of George Robert, the dread- 


ful cataſtrophe which has happened to one 


of the parties in diſpute, Mr. M*Donnel, 
muſt have one good effe&—it is an awful 
leflon to mankind—and I hope will prove 
a ſalutary warning againſt interfering in the 
family quarrels of their neighbours. - 


Mr. Fitzgerald is ſoon to appear before 


his Sovereign in his courts, and his coun- 
| try—l therefore, in the language of the 
law, charitably hope, and in this I truſt 
IT ſhall be joined by every unprejudiced 
reader, that . God may ſend him a good de- 
liverance. 
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'T. was my intention to have cloſed my 


92 
* 


narratiye here, till the ar of the, pris. 
ners was had actually done 


ners was ,over, and I hae 
ſo: 1 have, in pretty ſtrong colours, ſhewn 
the origmal enmity between the parties--- 
Mr. Fitzgerald's character, and his unex-' 
am py miSfortunes,---which was all pro- 
poſed to pęrform at preſent. But ſince the 
publication of the foregoing ſheets I have 
received a letter, through the hands of the 
publiſher,-written by Mr. Brecknock to his 
ſiſter ; which letter I have thought it ex- 
pedient}to give to the publick in addition. 
No this I am the more inclined, as the day 
of trial is near at hand, and the ſeat of 
Juftice ſo remote, that no undue influence 
can poſſibly reſult from the previous pub- 


lication of a ſtate of the tranſaction itſelf 
in this country. 


Mr. Brecknock appears to have been 
overwhelmed by his misfortunes; inſo- 
much, that thoſe who know him muſt 
recollect the fire and ſpirit of his writings 
to be very different from what we find 
„„en 4 ? : in 


„ 
in the following melancholy epiſtle; but 
reat allowance will, no doubt, be made 


e 


indulgent and humane pablick, for 
circumſtances and ſituation. 


In full confidence, however, that Mr. 
Byecknotk has had a rægard to "veracity in 


Bis narrative, I Villidety be become his editor; 
fory"as Beier fays, 3n toy wind 
nl, bean. ue le vrai, le we / of: 
25 — "\ujþ : OI 921 198711 ob A 
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Ms, TIMOTHY BRECKNOcx, 
"11915 : 


CASTLEBAR GAOT, 
Ul 


His Siſter in London, dated April 15, 1786. 


1 "> 


My DEAR SisrEx, e 
Write this letter to you for many rea- 
ſons: In the firſt place, had I directed 

it to Mrs. Brecknock, it would (as I am 
informed) haye been ſtopped and opened. 
at the Poſt-office in this town. In the | 
next place, I did not know at what place 
I could direct to her; and, thirdly, i 
thought that a true ſtatement of a caſe, 
5 50 hath been ſo groſsly miſrepreſented, 
both in England and Ireland, would not 
be unwelcome to you, and my family, 

to 


f. 4 J 


to each of whom I deſire you wilt con- 


municate this letter when you ſhall haye 
read it. 


Yu are then 2 ' that early in the 
month of May 785, Mr. Arbuthnot, an 
Engliſhman, wh is appointed (by the Li- 
1 -board). iuſpector-general for the pro- 

of Connaught, in which the county 
(of Mayo) lies, came one morning to viſit 


Mr. Fitzgerald; knowing him to be a 


great encourager and re the Li- 
nen manufacture. 


The purport of this viſit was to nope 
bs Firegtiald's 5 aſſiſtance in ſerving a 
number of warrants (not leſs than = - 
which Mr. Arbuthmot, by order of the 
Linen-board, had brou TEN with him from 
Dublin, in order to 12 ſerved bn ſeveral 
people in this nei hbourhood, charged with 
either having really defrauded the Li- 
nen · board in the artiele of premiums, of 


charged with perjury RIM 11 the 


1 frauds. 105 8 


Mr. Fitzgerald oddity cee to e 
every afſiftance 1 in his power to enforce the 


laws of the country, and having perſonally 


aſſiſted Mr. Arbuthnot in apprehending 


one of the bone of Caſtlebar, the 


VF | | whole 


5 58 F 


| whole town became on à ſudden OA. im- 
placable enemy; for they could not fore 


ſee whoſe turn it would next be to be ap- 


prehended, nor where the cffe@ts of theſe 
warranty would end.. „ 


- 11 l ; 


It now became i nes effar „for cher e own 
preſervation, to 900 cet, „Fitzgerald, 
if poffible, from ing ohe ok the jrand- 

Jury at the then nent a aſſizes, 110 
| 18 . 24 gps. : of thei townſm townſm 


bbing.. a car of his, i 
en: was 2 cheſt bg dee P fire 


arms, four hundred, and twenty guineas 
in caſh, ſeventy ' pounds Worth of new. 
broad 1 Iver-lace for .iveries, | and many 
other articles to a ; great mount. War- 


rants 'wete accordingly FO, en 0 
apprehend t the robb ers. 


l about A he PAY ae TRY 
fobbery,  thice Cast e 
Torlod in the. ae arm Y 
re locke, and, adyan 5 lb e 
kennel, ot His 9 Na 0 7 
dog. —This | Kennel About thirty 
from the 'coach- 580% Mr. 95 85 er: ald's.; 
head groom was ſtanding the there, W. 1 
of the three perſons Helle his fee 


at che groom alſo, and brought h im 5 
the ground... 


| 


I Warrants 


* 
4. 


* 
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Warrants, were ſoon alſo, 10 0 anted for 
appteHiending thele men; whic ſtill AF: 
enrapet t the town of Caſtlebar again! 


* — &ald ; ; and conſequently he, mw 
dhe who had' any connections of 
ere with him, muſt either be taken out 
of the way, or they themſelves muſt yn - 
80 the rials at the following aſſizes. 
How Wen Mr. Fitz gerald Ken 
ing 9 1500 d-jury,, was the pare 
ro Dee pol to brite. about; 4 Doo the 
E 7 was t is ; n- 
nel, at as Eo magiſtrate e ty, 
an e AlN an under -tenant of Mr. 
Pics eral 5 nad e oath, 4 as Pi was 
1 . Wer Was e öpo . 
rhoſt deſpe zerately wounded by 2 8 Mr. 


. Fitzgerald, or by ſix other As ons, whom 


he charged to be an the, houſe at that 
3 i of rheſe * poiſons wag. my ſelf, at 
og Hike falt e my bed; aug fo 592 
. 50 I in th e 


ket bh "the, other 355 perſons conf 250 HY, 
belles in 2 Fa Po la 5 n e 1 5 . 
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neſſes whatever. Acxòrdin gly, at the then 
enſuing aſſizes, we Were al indicted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald ſtood Ui trial Without 
ſo much as one evidence to ptove that 
neither hie, nor any perſon in the*houſe, 
had fired any piſtol. And it was God's 
good pleaſure, that | the very witneſſes 
hich” this Mr. M*Donnel' had addieed 
gave contrary A ald even M Don- 
nel contradicted Himſelf ſo, that the 
judge preſently ſaw through the Wicked. 
neſs of the whole profetation, © and Ui; 
refed the jury to bring in a verdi&t of 
* not guilty; * Which "they did imthedfz 
ately ; and thus 1 Was . preſerved Þ) 1 
aud 8 Providence from being, ng. tf 
that time. me Wt © 


If yon a alk thi NOR this Sic 
trate And 8 0 W F Kk ſo 
activeca part againſt Mr. gerald Os 
ſelf, and his whole 95 Fa aufk telt 
you, that he was underhand cel 
tobb ry of the car above: mentioned, 
had received and converted to 


bis en uſe the font hundred and twenty 
guineas, the ſilver- lace, fire arms, &c. &c. 
aud thus it became <qually neceMty, for 
the ſafety of his own Tife, that Mr. 'Firz- 
111 ſhould be prevented from fitting ol 


I 2 - mo 
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4.48 1 
the jo gad ury. 1 ſhould alſo. haye told 


reren between the pretend 
his pretende | 
ke, 4755 


was Goal ade COP rele bits of hag 
2 


$;. One of his o. wyitneſſes poſitively 
ſwore 4 which. {aid Du of ae cn ener 
5 OMe: Fuxgerald. 1 


my 


* 
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But Mc. unn 1 thoſe in his 
family, being thus houcurably acquitted, 
cauſed the 255 of the robbers, ſhooters, 
an defrauders of the Linen-board, to be 
poll ed to this laſt aſſizes. 1 In the in- 
terim, however, M. Ponnel and thet townſ- | 
wen of Caſtlebar were not idle; for the 
ha 8 they muſt either ſilence him and 
pre friends, or they would be tried for th ir 
lives, and for the pillory themſelves. With 
aq views M. Donnel, who had I 
at the Eaſter n Ber on @ charge of 


burning 


"x7 4 


t 8 1 

burning certain houſes, and of forging 

certain leaſes of land, pretended to have 

been granted to him by the two Miſs Dil- 

lons, whoſe E es" he was, and hav- 
gotten over that trial, much againſt the 


ſatisfaction of the judge who tried him, 


had been purſued by the Miſs Dillons in a 
Court of equity, and, being under ſeveral 
contempts of that rm at laſt-attach- 
ments came down to take him in cuſtody; 
but, ta avoid being ſo taken, and to give 
an excuſe for not appearing ta the ſaich at- 
tachments, he got a wound to be made in 
the calf of his leg, and under colour:of 
this wound he got himſelf excuſed from 
perſonally appearing to the attachments; 

le edging; Oli oalh, f that ite wauld gen- 
danget his life were he to go to Dublin 3 
however, in two days after, 2 — abbe to 
take a journey, upon better huſineſe, of 
forty or fifty miles going aud returning. 


When I ſay be gat a wound to be made, 


I make not the aſſertion upon _ own 
knowledge, it was the common report | at 
Torlouphs, and 1 ſuppoſe the — will 
come qut, when Mr. Fitzgerald: ſhall and 
his trial. On the credit, ee of this 
wound,” M. Donnel not only gained an ex- 
cuſe for not appeariug perionally to the 
attachments above · mentioned; but be 
1 oath, that three 1 Mr. Fitzgerald's 

5 tenants 


oo ay if vr 


1 


— 


1 @ 7 
tenants: had fired upon him under the 
counſel; command, direction, or influence, 
of Mr Ritzgerald. Accordingly theſe three 
men ſurrendered themſelbes to a mapiſ- 
trate; and they were bailed, for Mir! Eitz- 
gerald upon heawng his tenants were 
falſely charged, ordered them to be bailed, 
and, notwithſtandihg! they were thus bail- 
ed, M Donnel, as a magiſtrate} com- 
mitted one of them. He was releaſed by 
another magiſtrate; upon whieh, M; Don- 
nel confined him in a private houſe e without 
ai colour: ef law, for the ſpace! of !eighteen 
days : after he was enlarged from this con- 
fmement, he charges, upon oath, that 
MDonnel offered him "three hundred 
pounds f he would ſwear that Mi Fitz- 
gerald Mad ordered him, or directed him, 
or sdunſelled him, to ſhoot the. faid M-. 
Donne li The man was reſolved not to 
periure himſelf, and ſo refuſed the pro- 
miſvck briberofithree hundred pounds. 
RM Hod 110171 eis 3 zou S 
I ſhquld have obſerved 0 you, that one 
Andrew Galagher, an apotkecary zin Caſ- 
after to mention), accompanied wich three 
other perſons, came in the dead of . might; 
forced open the laſt- mentioned man'sRouſe- 
door, ſhot a piſtol at him in his houſe 


(his wife being then in bed, and within 


14211 


* a few 


W s. 


i @ J 


a few days of beirig brought to bed), fo. 
cibly;carciedroff this man to Caſtlebar 4 
and gbbed him (Aas he charges) -o = 
ole voucher! he had im his poſſeſſion, - in 
proof that he had eee ſrronderecl 
himſelf t a juſtice of th peace, and had 
given ſuſſicient bail for his appcaranes to 
take his trial at che thervenſuing, affizes:- - 
+110 OMNg zum 26 JdoonnoCl?ts biat , 
1 The, above narrative 1 218. amducelss to) 
ſhew »y0u how o and, what? enemies Mr. 
Fitzgerald; had created t6 hitfHſeff H Caf. 
tlebar, endeavourin to en fore xhe latvs 


of his country againiſt ſuch. capital of- 


fenders. come nowoto inform yougup- 
on Mihat ground; bd what:charg re, Leame 
to: He involved: in theſe Airb. Oro Men. 
day the'i2oth: of; laſt F ebruary, Mr. Fitz-- 
gerald received intelligence, that Mr. Me” 
Donnel, againſt w. hom d warrant had been 
granted. for: ke eee Murphy (a 
tensheſpff his) um a — ac{hibur” 
laws::8pd: 1 etecting a 
gallowsan the ſaid houſe, if faid-Murphy 
Would-not {wear that Mr. Fitzgerald had 
ordered a directed, or influenced the ſaid 


Marphy te moot at ſaid M Donuel, and 


alſo, t Jaid M. Donnel's repeatedly en- 
deavouring to ſuborn, by the temptation 
of oo krthe [aid Murphynto perjure him- 
wb | elf, 


% 
: 62 ; 
wt 


ſelf, by making oath; that the ſaid Mit. 
Fitzgerald had ordered, directed, or influ- 
enced hien ſo as afdreſaid a. intelligence 
was, likewiſe reteived, that the above 
named Andrew Galhhgei, who had 4g 
lariouſiy te orced open the ſaid — a 
houſe, and had then perpetrated ſuch other 
actg a above · mentianed, was in oompany 
. {aid M Donnel, as 3 alſo one 
les: Hipſon, againſt whom a warrant 
haben granted, as ane of the three per- 
ſongs when. Mr. Fi 's head-gropm,- 
and a favdurite ſetting dog was ſhot: before 
his on door. On this intelligence, Mr. 
Eitagerald gave the three warrants for 
apprehending the ſaid M. Donnel, Andrew 
Galagher, and Charles Hipſon, to his 
head: conſtable, who, together with ſix or 
eight aſſiſtants, came up to the ſaid three 
perſons, but. inſtead of apprehending them, 
Was dared to execute his warrants. | The 
conſtable, finding himſelf not in ſufficient 
faree,; ſent to Mr. Fitzgerald, 8 
more aid. [Actopdimgly Ar, Fitzgerald, 
ageompanied with eight or ten more of 
his tenants, went to the aſſiſtance of his 
conſtable ; When, upon his appeating, the 
armed party, who had taken the field to 
protect M Donnel from being taken, took 
to their heels, and left M Donnel, An- 
SK | drew 


E 

drew. Galagber, and Charles Hiplorlgorg 

_ for themſelves3-who, after having 
xpended their little ammunition, aud 

i 195 htly wounding ſik or ſeven of che con- 


es affiftants, ſurrendered themſelves 
ptiſonets They were, between ſive and 


fix. clock in the: evening, conduν,ẽj to 


Mrl Fitzgerald's s houſe,” Shel an expreſs 
_ immediately ſent off to "the'ineateſt 
agiſtrate, with orders, that if he fhould 
Gellner coming t the charge of the pri: 

ſouers, then 2 roced with all diligence 
to; another magiſtrate, about eighteen miles 
diſtant, who. had granted two of the taid 
warrants. Aböut one 0 clock the next 
morning; the Ex preſs turned, with rea- 
ſonable excuſes 2 each of the ſaid ma- 
giftrates not commꝑ to Forlougb. Early 
the ſame morning, the conſtablæ with elgh+ 


teen: or: twenty aſſiſtants ſet off with his 


rhręe priſonerꝭ, iu order to condu & them 
to awother magiſtrate, about · ten miles diſ- 
tat. Out of. reſpect to the commiſſion 
which Mr. M Donnęl bore as. a magiſ. 
trate, he -was permitted to ride his own 
hbrfe, andi ſexcellentiy well mounted he 
was. But they had not proceeded more 
than N when the diſ- 


charge lof four guns were heard. A meſ-— 


ſenger ſton arrived, and in formed Mr. 
. that bal party of.:M*Donhel's 
1152 K people 
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prope hed! lain in atabuſh for the purpoſt 

RE, a 'reſcpe 3 adding that hit 
vive _— fired upon Mr. Fitzgerald party 
thes thim: ad-emartally wounded dad of 
the:conſtable's- affiſlants Che died of his 
wounds the third day); that they: bad alſq 
. wounded ſeven or eight more ofthe Aſſiſt- 
ünts z and that by chenzid firing clic had 
killed Monnet and Charles Thpſan, two 
df the threr priſonęers: and that theft were 
returniog to Totlough-houfe with their 
third pfiſpner. Andreu Oalagller. 2 On 
his arrival at Torlongh-houſe, a meſſenger 
was diſpatched to: Caftlebat,o:to another 
p — . and _ _ ſaid Ga- 
lagbet un 18 9.0 magiſtrate 
cat only excuſed . take<liarge 
of this.; er; but à thouſand falſo te- 
ports being inſtantly circulated in tlie 
tawn of Caſtlebar. another Galnghereof 
the ſaid town, who is brother to the pri- 
ſoner Andrew Galagher; and alfo mus of 
the coroner's of the Hf, having await 
for 1201. in bib du aghfliſto Mr. 
Fitzgerald, ſeized his: opportunity 18 4 
colqur for calling forth a military: aid. 
this magiſtrate, 1 Fa, came at their head, 
| attended alſo by a mob of ſeven or eight 
hundred people ? om Caſtlebar. * Them» 
giſtrate and coroner announced the reaſon, 


W 888 commng,; * -demandett agmitt 


'S tance, 


i 6] 


Unee, Me. Fitzgerald having a great many 
valuable effects, ſuch as Jewe family pas 
pets, linen cloth; &c. had ordered the firgets 
dot t be locked, until he fhouſd have 
ſecuted them in the bet manner he could; 


This took up about twenty minutes, Chen, 
to the great ſurpriſe of inyfelf and 4 mi- 
nilker of the goſpel, "who was then in y 
bed- chamber: at the window full in front 


. of the military, and the civil iſtrate 


at their head, we ſaw them wheel off to 


about three Hundred yards diſtance, leav- 
ing the enraged coroner. at the head of the 


more enraged mob from Caſtlebar,' to act 


juſt.as their fury might ſtimulate them to 
do. In a moment s time this mob and co- 
roner begau 1 firing at the windows, doors, 
aid every other part of the houſe, ſmaſh- 
ing every pane of glaſs into fhivers, at laſt 
foreed ge the ſtreet: door, and without 
Warrant, writ,” or other procefs of law, 
the coroner ſeized me and the clergyman 
dy the collar, conducted us down ſtairs, 
and delivered us into the hands of a per- 
ſon who attended the mob, and who, 1 
ſoppoſe, ſtruck with the ' gravity of my 
appearance, conſecrated (as ĩt were) by the 

| Well-known manner of my life T here lead, 


which is that of a primitive Chriſtian; and 


| thinking; perhap s, that Tome 'refp & was 
OE. to a Wife of the Goſpel, this man, 
3 = . Who 
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heard me lay Fel 
_ your E iſoner s do o, back bein efeapes,and 


1 6 


I ſince am inſprmed is 3 ſugeen of 
Ca ebar, led me and the clergyman, by.the 
providence of (Go Jobek the ſavage mob 
unbuft, and ror vs into the hands, of 
T4 Mag! head of the military de: 
t ee N the diſtauce of about 
wee, dere 17 from the houſe,| yet 
Al An, 11g ht of er. perpetrating 
| the; n mob - Mr. F "ILZ ger ald. in 
981 ht. 7 ten & Sa was alſo, mr 


Tere e conduct of the coroner,, who 


ered bim, alſo to the magiſtrate 3 and 
then ws. marched to Caſtlebar, three miles 
ht. Le Torlougb, guarded aby the 
Wee the; door of the county gaol; 

185 which Mr. bai was firſt uſhered; 
and then, the, magiſtrate, addreſſing him 
if to Andrew. Galagher (the! perſon I have 
79 menhnoned: as, haying been appre- 
an 2 4 for 3 high 3 . 

felony), aud. acking bim if he had an) 
hinge ig alledge 1 me, he. gave for 
an{wer. . e e had Lg is head, out of a 
bene. ge 1 in uſe, and had 
Wee zgerald, Oy, labs care 


vn” 


ON, t4 19 verbal, idle c harge, Was handed 
by the. fad lente into the gaol;;.oy 
[oe he Feb — 70 — 21, 780% Where 1 
vecgminue e ee what; will 
W aer t Ne had der 
tl 24 -% A | 


ws 


2 4 : 
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been in dhe eounty wl ole thy! Hopes 
vyhenothe ſubiſfieriff eame to us, And in⸗ 
formed Mr. Firzgerald, that he tiplaced 
the former Gaoler, who Had been keeyer of 
the gaol for eight or ten years before, and 
had appointed in his ſtead" the very petſon 
in ts private houſe” Murp hy 10 hm 
6} withoun law confitied for ei Meets 
4 and in which houſe a gallows aal 2250 
erected to terrify the man to perjure Him- 
ſelf, thbugh without effect, as I have al- 
ready obſerved; immediately as the ſybs 
ſheriff made this notification of Eharigin 
the gaoler, Mr. Fitzgerald anſwered in ; 
| theſe remarkable words, © then; mind, Mr. 
Sub. Sher i, I never go out of this gal. alive. 
5 He had ſear uttered theſe laſt Words, 
when ſix men ruſhed: into the üßartmett 
Where wwe both were, and frlt! Enocking 
gown” the' ſeritry'(who was placed] i the 


room at Mr. Firzge dow + ee i "yt —— 
to protect our — — th 


him with 4 carbine,” — fix Or est 5 
| tols, and kept running him through His 
hands and other parts of his bod) with 


theic words, and cane-ſtick-fwords, and 
not contented with tis more dae een 
barbafiry; they alſo kept "hamffierin 
{u}livith the but- end of theit piſtols; ait 
phiabfor dead upom the floory* 
a ptaacle ay; perhaps; never'was' feen in 
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blood, and when his wounds mn : ay 
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| any _Gvilized : country before, his ne 2 
ands, being one elot of 


In this unparalleled act of violence, one 

F the (intentional): aſſaſſins levelled hi 
ſtol at me, much fire came from the 
int, but the piſtol did not go off 1 on 
this he preſents another piſtol at me; it 
went off, and J received the whole con- 
tents of the diſcharge upon my leſt arm 
juſt above the elbow, but it gave me no 
diher ſenſation of pain than what I ſhould 
have felt, had a half. ſpent tennis- ball been 


Rricken againſt my elbow. It inſtantly 


occurred, to my idea, that the angel of 
God had interpoſed between me and the 
piſtol, and deadened the force of the 
charge juſt enough for me to feel it, for 
the ſpecial puxpole of my acknowledging 
the divine intermiediation and protection; 


accordingly, I inſtantly threw myſelf up- 


pn my knees in fervent devotion to God, 
through my Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, and I 
remained in that poſition the whole time 
they were butchering my companion; but 


(mary ellous to relate), not one ſhot more was | 


aimed at me, nor did I receive the leaſt hurt. 
Lou will ſee the temper, or rather the diſs 


temper. of the times that epidemically-pre> 


yails in Caſtlebar at preſent, when I tell 


1 . rn 
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eee Geber the wats. 
* bat ndrew gher the agache⸗- 
8 4 » # J x ” | * at * 0 
1 ys nd William Galagher the cht 
Frcs & - 
were two of theſe 72 alk 


- and that they were permitted peace to 
Falk about the ſtreets for three wifeks, 
And no magiſtrate or other perſon hat the ry N. 
by E to ear ___ but theyre} tow - 1... 
4 cuſtody of the gaoler, not within 
EY Bol. * in his — private - ho DD) bf mr n 
P Pari alſo tell you, that another of theſs/ 

((intentiogal) aflaflins was one of the p 

ns. who robbed Mr, Fitzgerald' Scar, as *. 
I have already mentioned, who is ſince 4 
7 embarked for Amarin r trials were N i] 
co have come on laſt Wedneſday, . Mr. | 

Fitzgerald was brought into Court upon a 99 
ebe, ſupported by ſix troopers; but, | 
as he was too weak and infirm to give any | 
continued account of things, the trial 1's _ \ 
7 put off to the laſt day of May, when a ſpe+ 
Fe 7 cial commiſſion is ordered to try us, with 
+ twenty more of Mr. Fitzgerald's tenants, 
= who were aſſiſtants to his conſtable ; and | 
at the ſame time are to be tried the five N | 
th e (intentional) aſſaſſins.— This is | 
'M a conciſe ſtate of the caſe.— I now take 

Þ by leave, and am, &c. &c. 

T. BRECKNOCK, 
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